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8,  Whiting  Street, 
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August  1949* 

To:- 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Mildenhall., 

Mr.  Chairman  5  Ladies  <3.  Conti emen, 

Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  for  your  favourable  consideration 
my  thirteenth  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  being 
that  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1948. 

.  5th  July,  1948,  was  the  da  be  on  which  the  changes  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  took  effect  -  this 
Council,  together  with  all  other  District  and  Borough  Councils 
in  West  Suffolk, by  seeking  delegation  of  powers  from  the  County 
Council,  indicated  its  desire  to  participate  in  the  moulding  of  the 
health  services  enumerated  in  Part  III  of  the  Act.  This  delegation 
was  not  granted  but  many  alterations  to  the  County  Council’s  schemes 
for  each  section  suggested  by  the  Districts  were  incorporated. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman «  Ladies  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  CLAYTON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health* 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority . 

(a)  Medical  -  One  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Robert  H,  Clayton,  M.B.,  B.S*,  B0Hy,, 

D.P.H.  (Durham).  Cert.  Mental  Deficiency 
and  Allied  Subjects  (London),  appointed 
in  1936. 

This  Officer  does  not  engage  in  private  practice  but 
holds  in  addition  the  following  appointments:-  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Newmarket  U.D.C.,  Cosford  R.D.C., 

Thedwastre  R.D.C.,  and  Thingoo  R.D.C* 

(b)  Others  -  One  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Ho  W.  Trotter,  Ccrt.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate  R.S.I., 
appointed  in  1935s  also  Building  Surveyor, 

One  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Edward  Banks,  Cert0R0 S. I, ,  M.S.I.Ao, 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate,  R. S.I., 
appointed  21st  April,  1947a 
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SECTION 


A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  TUB  AREA* 

1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS.  Area 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  1948,, 
population  ••  <>•  ••  . .  14  $  f  10 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  year 
according  to  Rate  Booh  ••  . .  ..  4? 085 

Rateable  V  alue  ••  ••  , ,  .  •  £59  9  6_d1 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  * .  £223 


86,759  acres. 


( 


(13,107 


(3,687) 

(£53,492) 

(£206) 


2.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births, 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Stillbirthso 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Deaths a 


Total «  Male*  Female. 


131  (136)  63  (72)  68  (64) 


Mildenhall.  England  &  Wales, 


Birth  Rate,  (Live 
births  per  1000 

191187 

civilian 

population) 

21,2 

Stillbirth  Rate  per 

1000  population. 

0c49 

Stillbirth  Rate  per 

1000  total  (live  and 

still)  births. 

22.7 

Death  Rate  per  1000 
resident  population. 

9,2 

Death  Rate  of  Infants 

under  1  year. 

All  infants  per  1000 

live  births. 

37 

Legitimate  Infants  per 

1000  legitimate  births. 

38 

Illegitimate  Infants  per 
1000  illegitimate 
births. 

T,T ■*  1 

13252) 

1948. 

(1252) 

(24.0 

17.9 

(20.5) 

(0.23) 

0.42 

(0.50) 

(9,2) 

- 

(~) 

(10,4) 

10,8 

(12.0) 

(31) 

34 

(41) 

(30) 

- 

(-) 

(42) 

_ 

(-) 

Eleven  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  occurred  (3  male, 

8  female,  all  legitimate),  one  death  from  Maternal  Causes  (Heading 
30),  15  deaths  from  Cancer,  no  deaths  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough 
or  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  were  recorded,. 

On  the  following  page  is  a  table  giving  the  causes  and  the  number 
of  deaths  occurring  at  the  various  age  groups?  The  totals  correspond 
with  the  Registrar  General’s  figures. 

The  deaths  are  classified  under  the  headings  given  in  the  New 
Abridged  List  of  Causes,  as  used  in  England  and  Wales  and  Northern 
Ireland,  as  set  out  on  Page  XXXIX  of  the  Manual  of  the  International 
List  of  Causes  of  Deaths  -  1933, 
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6*  Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory  system. 


M.  F.j  M.  F, !  M.  F„  M. 


7.  Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis. 


Cancer  of  bucpoj.  cavity 


&  oesophagus  (M) 
Uterus  (F). 


n 2i  Cancer  of  Stomach 
and  Duodenum. 


15.  Cancer  of  Breast* 


F.  !  M.  F.;  M.  F 
-  1  1  1  - 


1  - 


2 


-  -  1 


M.  F, 


1 


•l  c  Cancer  of  all  other 
*  sites. 


17.  Diabetes. 
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18. 


Intra-cranial 


vascular  lesions. 


19.  Heart  Diseases. 


9n  Other  circulatory 
^u#  disease0 - 


21.  Bronchitis, 


2 !  4  7 


T  — 


1  3 i 18  11 


111  1 


5  4 


22.  Pneumonia. 


23  Other  respiratory 
diseases. 


-  1  -  - 


1  -  4  - 
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27.  Other  digestive 
diseases* 
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28.  Nephritis. 


30,  Other  maternal  causes, 
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31.  Premature  Birth. 
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32  Congenital  malformatior 
*  birth  injury* inf antile 
disease. 
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36.  All  other  causes. 
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SECTION 


B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA, 


(a)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES.  As  from  31st  March,  1947?  the 
Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge, 
have  continued  these  services,  without  a  block  payment,  under  the 
directorship  of  Dr.  R.  M.  Pry. 

(t>)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES.  The  County  Council  became  responsible 
for  these  services  on  the  5th  July,  1948?  the  Appointed  Day,  for  the 
commencement  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  In  effect  this 
appeared  to.be  only  a  new  financial  arrangement,  for  the  County 
Council  decided  to  carry  out  their  obligations  by  making  use  of  the 
existing  services  provided  at  Brandon  by  the  Brandon  Ambulance 
Committee  and  at  Mildenhall  by  the  Red  Cross  in  co-operation  with 
the  other  Red  Cross  Ambulances  in  Bury  St.  Edmunds  and  Newmarket. 


(°)  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.  The  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health 
Authority  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  proposed  to  continue 
the  existing  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  a  domiciliary  nursing 
service.  It  is  not  expected  that  adequate  staff  will  be  available  f 


a  long  time,  but  the 
when  the  shortage  of 


expo 
provision  of  a 
nurses  becomes 


for 


night  service  will  be 
less  acute® 


considered 


(d)  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.  The  National  Health  Service  Act 
has  changed  the  responsibility  to  other  authorities  for  some  clinics 
and  treatment  centres,  none  of  which  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Local  District  Council. 


(e)  HOSPITALS.  The  hospitals  serving  the  District, (with  the 
exception  of  the  Rous  Memorial  Hospital  ..t  Newmarket,  which  was  not 
appropriated  )  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Minister  of  Health  on 
5th  July,  the  Appointed  Date. 


The  hospitals  used  by  Mildenhall  residents  may  be  judged  on 
following  information  with  regard  to  live  births  and  deaths. 


the 


Of  the  301  total  live  births  to  Mildenhall  residents,  only 
151  occurred  at  the  homes  of  the  residents  in  the  Mildenhall  Distri 
The . remaining  150  births  took  place  beyond  the  area  of  the  District. 

As  in  previous  years  many  residents  made  use  of  the  maternity  facilities 


-  0  c 


provided  at  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital,  Bury  St.  Edmunds 
P.A.C.  Hospital,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  The  White  Lodge  E.M.S. 


q  4- 

O  U  • 


Mary  ’ 


Newmarket, 

District® 


and  the  Sunny side  Nursing  Home  at  Barton  Mills 


Hospital, 
,  in  our 


Of  the  131  deaths  of  Mildenhall  Residents  in  1948  there  were 
79  which  occurred  at  their  own  homes  in  the  District  and  5  which 
occurred  at  homes  of  relatives  and  friends  outside  the  District,  The 
remaining  47  deaths  occurred  at  hospitals  as  under;- 

17  St.  Mary?s  (p. A. C. )  Hospital,  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

14  West  Suffolk  General  i(  "  »  » 

4  Addenbrookes  n  Cambridge. 

3  3t.  Audry’s  "  Melton. 

3  White  Lodge  11  Newmarket® 

1  Cottage  Hospital,  Thetford. 

1  Walnut tree  (P.A.C.)  Hospital,  Sudbury. 

1  St.  Leonards  u  " 

1  Ipswich  Borough  General  Hospital,  Ipswich. 

1  Rous  Memorial  Hospital,  Newmarket. 

1  R.AcF.  Hospital,  Ely® 


. 


■ 
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SECTION 


Co 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1,  (i)  WATER,  The  Mildenhall  Rural  District  Council  own  three  main  piped 
water  supply  schemes,,  they  "being: - 

1.  Eriswell  Bore  and  Reservoir  which  supply: - 


1948. 

nkz. 

1948. 

1 2k2. 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Estimated 

Estimated 

Houses. 

Houses. 

number  of 

number  of 

porsons. 

persons. 

Mildenhall 

721 

656 

2,500 

2,330 

Lakenheath 

469 

358 

1,650 

1,270 

Eriswell 

66 

27 

230 

100 

Preckenham 

74 

52 

260 

190 

Worlington 

72 

69 

250 

250 

Barton  Mills 

98 

94 

340 

330 

2.  Brandon  Well  and  Reservoir  wh 

ich  supply: 

Brandon 

719 

719 

2,520 

2,550 

(Wee ting  in  Swaffham  RAD. 

\ 

3.  Moulton  Bore  and  Tower  which 

suppljr:  - 

Moulton 

110 

107 

390 

380 

Gazeley 

79 

76 

280 

270 

Dalham 

43 

45 

160 

160 

Kentford 

62 

49 

220 

170 

Preckenham  (Red  Lodge). 

25 

- 

90 

— 

(Kennett  in  Newmarket  R„D 

.) 

2,540  2 

^2 

8c890 

km  ,  1  ■  T  1  i. 

8,000 

These  totals  represent  approximately  63^0  of  the  total  number  of 
houses  and  persons  in  the  District,  (there  ire  also, as  last  year,  three 
private  piped  water  supplies  at  Santon  Bownhom,  Higham  and  Elveden)  and  an 
increase  of  288  houses  supplied  in  1948c 


Parish. 

Number  of  H 

ouse3 

Estimate 
Number  of 
persons 
supplied. 

On  Public 

Piped  Supply, 

Within  200  yds. 
of  Standpipes* 

Barton  Mills. 

98 

340 

Brandon. 

719 

- 

2,520 

Cavenham. 

— 

— 

— 

Dalham. 

45 

160 

Elveden 

Private  Supply. 

- 

Private  S . 

Eriswell . 

66 

- 

230 

Preckenham. 

99 

- 

35  0 

Gazeley. 

79 

- 

280 

Herringswell. 

- 

— 

— 

Higham, 

Private  Supply, 

Private  S. 

Icklingham, 

— 

Kentford. 

62 

220 

Lakenheath. 

469 

- 

1,650 

Mildenhall. 

721 

— 

2,500 

Moulton. 

110 

** 

390 

Santon  Downham. 

Private  Supply, 

— 

Private  S . 

Tuddenham. 

— 

— 

Wangford. 

- 

— 

Worlington. 

72 

— 

250 

Total 

2,540 

— 

8,890 

Of  the  parishes  without  a  public  piped  water  supply,  Wangford  is  a 
very  scattered  parish  with  only  ten  houses.  The  Council  are  attempting  to 
negotiate  for  a  supply  from  the  bore  and  tower  at  Tuddenham  Aerodrome 
to  supply  Cavenham,  I ckl Ingham  and  Tuddenham®  Herringswell  may  at  a  later 
date  be  supplied  from  the  Moul bon  bore®  Elveden,  Higham  and  Santon  Downham 
have  privately  owned  piped  supplies. 
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It  will  "be  noted  that  of  the  288  houses  served  for  the  first 
time  during  1948  the  main  increases  are:- 


65  in  the  parish  of  Mildenhall,  brought  about  by  the 
extension  to  West  Row  Pen  where  15  houses  were  added, 
and  the  remainder  representing  individual  houses  in 
Mildenhall  who  have  for  various  reasons  at  last  taken 
advantage  of  the  convenience  of  a  piped  supply. 

Ill  houses  in  Lakenheath,  of  v/hich  about  half  are  due 
to  connections  to  the  1947  extensions  into  Station  Road 
and  Sedge  Pen, 

39  houses  in  Eri swell  and 

47  additional  houses  supplied  at  Freckenham,  22  taking 
a  supply  from  the  Eri  swell  Bore,  and  al^  JUa^xUA 

from  the  extension  to  Red  Lodge  through  Kennett,  in 
the  area  of  the  Newmarket  Rural  District  Council,  which 
was  completed  in  1948.  The  water  in  this  latter 
extension  is  metered  as  it  enters  and  again  as  it 
leaves  Kennett,  to  obtain  a  bulk  reading  representing 
the  amount  of  water  v/hich  this  Council  supplies  in 
order  to  serve  several  houses  in  the  village  of  our 
ne i ghb  our i ng  au tho r 1 cy „ 


Tho  average  daily  output  from  the  Council’s  three  main  piped 
supplies  during  December  1948  can  be  compared  with  the  figures  for 

1947:- 


Eri swell  .0 
Brandon  „ . 
Moul ton  . * 


c  a 


*  6 
C  ft 


148,000 

62,160 

29,000 


gallons, 

!! 


m a- 

115,000  gallons. 

92,000  " 

29,000  " 


It  will  be  noticed  that  the  output  from  the  Brandon  well  is 
very  much  less  than  that  shown  for  the  previous  years?,  but  in  making 
comparison  it  should  be  noted  that,  at  Brandon,  the  '1947  figure  was 
estimated  only,  and  the  fig  mo  for  1948  was  recorded  by  the 
Electroflo  Recording  Meter  installed  during  the  year. 


The  92,000  figure  estimated  in  1947  cannot  have  been  a  very 
accurate  estimate,  because  it  was  obvious  in  1948  that  the  Brandon 
supply, whilst  recording  62, 000, was  working  to  its  maximum  output a 
The  Council,  from  this  supply,  have  been  allowing  a  piped  water 
supply  to  the  village  of  Westing,  in  our  neighbouring  Authority, 
Swaffham  Rural  District  Council ®  Installation  of  a  sewerage  system 
in  Brandon,  together  with  council  house  building  and  the 
anticipated  natural  development  of  the  town  quite  obviously  are 
going  to  require  a  much  greater  water  supply  than  can  be  provided 
by  the  existing  Brandon  Works,  Plans  for  a  bore,  pumping  station 
and  reservoir  wore  prepared  and  approved  by  the  Council  during  the 
year,  and  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the  necessary  sites 
were  in  progress  as  the  year  ended. 

15  samples  were  taken  from  the  Council ?s  Bores,  prior  to 
chlorination,  and  were  found  to  be  free  from  bacteriological 

pollution. 


Dr.  Grechburgh,  Public  Analyst,  Cambridge,  reported  as 
follows  on  chemical  analyses  of  samples  token  on  9th  August,  1948: 
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Erl swell 

Brandon 

Moul ton 

Bore. 

Bore. 

Bore. 

Physical  characters: 

Very  slight 
deposit, 
otherwise  good. 

Good. 

Very  slight 
deposit, 
otherwise 
good. 

Reaction: 

pH  7.5 

pH  7.5 

pH  7.5 

Tho  sample  contained 

“  (parts  per  100,000) 


Chlorine 

1.75 

1.70 

2.5 

Ammonia  (free  from  saline) 

Absent. 

Absent. 

0.0016 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid) 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hrs. 

0.0006 

0.0008 

0.0014 

at  37°C. 

Nitrates  (expressed  as 

0.0227 

0.02348 

0.0349 

Nitrogen) 

0.30 

0.30 

0.65 

Nitrites. 

Absent. 

Absent. 

Absent. 

Poisonous  Metals. 

Absent. 

Absent. 

Absent. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Coliform 

Coliform 

Coliform 

organi sms 

organisms 

organisms 

absent  in 

absent  in 

absent  in 

100  mis. 

100  mis. 

100  mis. 

No.  of  micro-organisms 

per  ml.  developing  on 

Agar  at  37°C. 

10 

3 

Nil 

No.  of  micro-organisms 

per  ml.  developing  on 

Agar  at  21°C. 

120 

24 

Nil 

Microscopical  Examination 

Mainly  mineral 

None. 

Main! y 

of  Deposit. 

matter. 

mineral 

matter. 

Total  Hardness. 

11.2  degrees 

10.98  degrees 

18.52  degrees 

(grains  per 

(grains  per 

(grains  per 

gallon) 

gallon) 

gallon) 

Inference.  Eri swell  Bore. 

The  results  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample  indicate  a  water  of 
moderate  hardness  containing  very  little  organic  matter  though  slightly 
contaminated  with  micro-organisms  capable  of  development  at  blood  heat  and  at 
the  temperature  of  the  "cool1*  incubator  .Coliform  organisms  however  could 
not  be  detected  in  100  mis*  of  the  sample. 

Whilst  this  water  may  be  considered  safe  for  drinking,,  it  is  not  up  to 
the  standard  expected  of  a  public  water  supply.  It  is  recommended  that  the 
cause  of  the  bacterial  contamination  be  investigated.  at 

Inference.  Brandon  Bore0 

The  results  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample  indicate  a  water 
of  moderate  hardness  containing  little  organic  matter  though  contaminated  to 
a  very  slight  extent  with  micro-organisms  capable  of  development  at  blood 
heat  and  at  the  temperature  of  the  "cool11  incubator. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  this  water,  as  evidenced  by  the  sample,  is  fit  for 
drinking  purposes.  It  is  recommended  however  that  the  cause  of  the  slight 
bacterial  contamination  be  investigated.  m 

Inference.  Mildenhall  Bore. 

The  results  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample  do  not  show  any 
evidence  of  pollution  with  harmful  organic  or  inorganic  matter. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  fit  for  drinking  purposes. 

*.  In  both  cases  it  appeared  that  the  organisms  had  been  introduced 
during  the  fitting  of  new  pump  washers  and  were  of  no  pathological 

importance. 
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In  the  case  of  privately  owned  wells  37  samples  were  taken  and 
the  results  were  as  follows  -  satisfactory  14?  unsatisfactory  18, 
suspect  5*  Sight  houses  were  "brought  on  to  the  mains,  in  two  cases 
the  owner  undertook  to  provide  alternative  supply,  and  in  a  further 
case  action  was  held  over  until  the  new  year.  In  all  cases  suitable 
warnings  were  sent  to  the  occupiers.  In  the  remaining  cases  no 
alternative  supply  is  available  at  the  moment. 

(ii)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.  In  the  early  part  of  1948  a  tender 
was  accepted  and  approved  hy  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  respect  of 
the  Brandon  Sewerage  Scheme,  as  amended  on  the  lines  set  out  in  my 
report  for  1947*  By  the  31st  December,  1948,  good  progress  had  been 
made  with  the  work.  It  is  possible  that  the  sewers  in  this  Scheme 
will  be  in  operation  by  the  end  of  1950. 

60  new  drains  and  cesspools  were  constructed  in  connection  with 
privately  owned  houses  and  converted  premises  in  1948.  A  further  40 
were  constructed  in  connection  with  new  houses  erected  by  the  Council. 

The  total  number  of  cesspools  in  the  District  dealt  with  by  the 
Council's  Mechanical  Emptier  is  642.  Free  clearances  made  during  the 
year  were  301  and  charges  were  made  for  180. 

Our  Council  was  able  to  assist  neighbouring  Local  Authorities  by 
allowing  their  cesspool  emp+ier  to  clear  numerous  cesspools  outside 
our  District. 

A  modern  sewage  disposal  plant  has  been  constructed  by  the 
Forestry  Commission  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  a  large  number  of  new 
houses  erected  at  Santon  Downham.  It  is  hoped  that  steps  will  be  taken 
to  convert  old  type  closets  of  existing  houses  to  the  flush  system 
and  modern  drainage,  and  that  the  Forestry  Commission  will  consent  to 
houses,  previously  existing  in  Santon  Downham,  being  connected  to  the 
sewerage  system. 

2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.  As  reported  in  my  1947  report,  extraordinary 
weather  causing  flooding  in  the  North  West  corner  of  the  District 
created  considerable  difficulties  in  rivers  and  streams  (despite  the 
improvements  brought  about  by  the  Drainage  Boards).  We  have  also  had 
evidence  that  lack  of  rain,  as  opposed  to  excess  rain,  brings  its  own 
problems*  The  Borough  of  Bury  St,  Edmunds  have  sewage  works  in  the 
Thingoe  District,  at  West  Stow,  which  is  on  the  eastern  border  of 
our  Mildenhall  District.  The  effluent  from  these  West  Stow, Works, 
which  are  proving  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  Bury  sewage, 
discharged  into  the  River  Lark  at  Lackford  Bridge,  where  it  has 
already  received  the  effluent  from  the  Bury  Sugar  Beet  Factory.  The 
absence  of  adequate  dilution  in  this  River,  together  with  the 
inadequacy  of  the  works,  ensures  that  from  that  point  the  river  is 
unsuitable  for  bathing  purposes,  but  in  the  absence  of  public  swimming 
baths  in  our  District  many  of  our  residents  take  the  risk  of  bathing 
in  this  polluted  river. 

3*  (It)/  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.  The  number  of  pail  closets  cleared 
weekly  in  the  parishes  of  Brandon,  Lakenheath  and  Mildenhall  remainc&d 
substantially  the  same  throughout  1948. 

The  percentage  of  workingclass  houses  in  the  District  still  with 
vault  closets  is  exceedingly  small.  As  piped  water  supplies  are 
becoming  available  almost  throughout  the  District,  an  example  is  being 
shown  in  all  new  council  houses  by  constructing  water  closets.  It  is 
anticipated  that  public  opinion  will  demand  that  existing  workingclass 
houses  in  the  District  cease  to  utilise  vault  and  pail  closets 
whenever  this  is  possible.  The  Council,  who  may  spend  several  tens  of 
thousands  of  pounds,  to  provide  sewerage  systems  in  the  parishes  of 
Brandon,  Mildenhall  and  Lakenheath,  are  alive,  both,  to  the  necessity 
of  ensuring  that  owners  of  properties  connect  to  the  systems  and  the 
difficulties  which  arise  if  such  connections  have  to  be  forced  by 
legal  processes.  The  Council,  therefore,  are  considering  making  a 
substantial  grant,  towards  the  cost  of  conversion  of  closets  and 
connection  to  the  sewers,  to  those  owners  of  property  in  Brandon  who 
signify  their  intention  to  join  up  to  the  sewerage  system  within  the 
first  twelve  months  of  its  functioning.  An  added  inducement  for  owners 
to  signify  their  intention  to  make  such  connection  is  evident  in  that 
the  Council  cannot  be  expected  to  provide  both  a  sewerage  scheme  and  a 
weekly  pail  cluse-'  cl  trance  on  the  route  of  the  sewe  ;. 
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Changes  in  closet  accommodation  for  non-Council  Houses  during 
1948  were  as  follows :- 

Additional  Pail  Closets  13 
Additional  Water  Closets  13 
Conversions  to  Water  Closets  21 


(ii)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING,  A  weekly  refuse  removal  service  is 
provided  in  the  parishes  of  Brandon,  Lakenheath  and  Mildenhall.  All 
the  remaining  parishes  have  a  monthly  collection.  The  increase  in 
housing  accommodation,  (due  to  the  advancement  of  the  building 
programme)  and  the  conversion  of  hutments,  has  resulted  in  a  great 
increase  in  this  work.  The  present  mobile  unit,  a  15  H.P.  Scammell 
Mechanical  Horse  and  a  12  Cu.  Yd.  barrier  loader,  (despite  a 
reduction  from  48  hours  to  44  hours  working  week  for  men  employed 
in  this  work)  has  kept  pace  with  the  above  service  although  it  was 
necessary  to  employ  a  third  man. 

Salvaged  materials  during  1948  shows  an  increase  on  those 
obtained  in  1947  and  amounted  to:- 

Waste  Paper  -  49  ton,  16  cwt •  Bones  -  3i  cwt. 

Textiles  -  2  ton,  J  cwt.  Metals  -  15i  cwt. 

Bottles  &  jars  -  3  ton,  1  cwt. 


( iii)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OP  THE  DISTRICT.  Mr.  Trotter,  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  also  Surveyor  to  the  District,  assisted  by  the 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr,  Banks,  has  (despite  the 
multifarious  and  exacting  duties  in  connection  with  Town  and  Country 
Planning.  Building  Bye-Laws,  Building  Licences  and  Conversions  of 
Hutments)  carried  out  with  efficiency  and  willingness  the  essential 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  work  in  the  District,  I  am  indebted  to  him  for 
his  co-operation  throughout  the  year  and  for  the  following  table 
which  summarises  the  work  of  these  two  Officers; - 


"  Inspection  and  re-inspection  of  Houses  under  Public  Health  Act 
and  Housing  Act  .. 

Council  House  Management  * •  0 . 

Building  Bye-Laws  . «  » .  •• 


Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  (including  Ex-Armed  Perce 
by  the  Council)  .,  „.  •• 

Factories  and  Workshops  . •  . . 

Shops  and  Offices  ••  ••  •• 

School  Inspections  ..  .. 

Cowsheds,  drains,  etc.  ..  . . 

Public  Conveniences  ..  ••  .. 

Disinfections  and  Disinfestations 

Interviews  ••  .«  «• 

Petrol  Instalations  ••  . . 


Camps 


taken 


over 


881 

122 

306 

113 

32 

6 

12 

63 

43 

11 

677 


7 


« 


156  informal  notices  were  served  and  owners  complied  with 
109  informal  notices  during  the  year. 


Statutory  Notices  were  authorised  by  the  Council  in  9  cases 
during  1948,  and  the  owners  complied  with  7  of  these  in  addition  to 
2  outstanding  Statutory  Notices  from  1947*  Of  the  remaining  2 
Statutory  Notices  authorised  in  1948,  one  was  resolved  because  the 
provision  of  a  sewer  allowed  connection  rather  than  the  construction 
of  a  new  cesspool.  The  remaining  Statutory  Notice  was  outstanding 
at  the  end  of  1948. 
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Factory  Act,  1937. 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises. 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register. 

Inspections . 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1, 2,3*4  &  6 
are  to  he  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 

14 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority. 

54 

28 

2 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
x  (excluding 
out-workers’ 
premises) • 

Total: 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

68 

32 

2 

Nil 

x  i.e.  Electrical  Stations  (Section  103  (1)  )  *  Institutions. 


Section  104)  and  sites  cf  Building  Operations  and  Works  of 
Engineering  Construction  (Sections  107  and  103). 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found. 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted. 

Found o 

Remedied. 

Here] 

To  Ho M0 
Inspector. 

.'•red 

By  HoM. 
Inspector. 

Want  of 

cleanliness  (S.l) 
Sanitary 

Conveniences(S.  7) 

Unsuitable  or 
defective 

TOTAL: 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

. 

\  k  \  u 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

. 

(iv)  SHOPS  &  OFFICES, 


During  the  year  6  inspections  were  made.  ±n  one 
case,  application  was  made  for  a  certificate  of  exemption,  because  of  lack 
of  space  in  his  own  premises,  to  construct  a  separate  convenience.  The 
Council  were  agreed  that  the  arrangement  proposed  (to  make  use  of  the 
sanitary  convenience  at  the  adjoining  premises)  was  satisfactory  and 
granted  a  certificate  of  exemption  under  Section  10  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934* 
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(v)  CAMPING  SITES,  There  are  27  licenced  camping  sites  in  the 
District,  to  which  during  the  year  113  inspections  were  made. 


An  application  to  licence  a  new  site  was  refused  "by  the 
Council  -  the  applicant  appealed  to  the  local  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction,  who  deferred  a  decision  until  knowledge  could  he 
obtained  of  whether  the  site  would  he  approved  under  the  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Act.  This  latter  approval  was  refused  and  the 
applicant  therefore  did  not  pursue  the  appeal. 

(vi)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT.  No  action  necessary. 

(vii)  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.  Reference  has  already  been  made 
to  the  absence  of  swimming  pools  and  the  condition  of  the  River  Lark. 

(viii)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.  No  houses  were  required  to  be 
treated  during  1948. 

(ix)  RAT  DESTRUCTION 0  During  1948  there  were  246  premises 
disinfested,  from  which  a  total  of  847  bodies  of  rats  were  recovered. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  four  or  five  visits  are  essential  to  each 
premise  to  give  effective  treatment,  and  from  the  amount  of  poisoned 
bait  consumed  it  is  estimated  that  many  thousands  more  than  the  847 
rodents,  were  destroyed* 

The  Council  to  encourage  the  destruction  of  rats  have  decided  that 
as  from  1st  April,  1949s  this  service  should  be  provided  free  of  charge 
to  private  houses. 

(x)  SCHOOLS.  Twelve  inspections  were  paid  to  schools.  No  action 
was  necessary* 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 


1.  (1)  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for 

defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  678 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  881 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  houses  (included  under  sub  head  (l) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations  1935*  4 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  4 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation  98 

(3)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  as 

the  result  of  previous  Demolition  Orders-  4 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  without  service 

of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers 

By  Owners  53 

By  Council  17 

Number  of  houses  completely  reconditioned  by 

owners  (exclusive  of  above)  as  shown  by  licences 

granted  28 


Housing  is  still  the  greatest  problem  of  the  Local  Authority* 
The  following  Table  indicates  the  extent  of  the  progress  which  the 
Ministry  of  Health  have  allowod  the  Council  to  make, and  also  allows 
comparison  to  be  made  with  the.  achievements  of  my  other  four  District 
Councils  1  - 
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SECTION 


E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  POOD, 


(a)  Milk  Supply* 


Number  of  Registered  Cowkeepers  93 

"  ”  Retailers  in  the  area  not  keeping  cows  4 

"  11  Inspections  47 

"  ”  Contraventions  found  and  remedied  12 

"  "  structural  alterations  called  for  and 

carried  out  3 


(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods,  During  1948  the  undermentioned  food 
was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption; - 


Meat,  Meat  and  Vegetables  75  tins. 

Pish  137  ” 

Vegetables  and  Canned  Soup.  39  " 

Fruit  94  " 

Marmalade  6  " 

Milk  144  " 

Tomato  Juice  2  " 

Jam  and  Mincement  4  d^rs 

Fish  Paste  1  Jar 

Meat  159£rbs. 

Semolina  24  " 

Fruit  (dried)  4  " 

Flour  9  " 

Cheese  18i  " 

Cereals  J  " 

Cheese  (Cambembert)  4  pkts. 

Cereals  6  ” 

Bread  100  loaves. 


(c)  Adulteration,  etc. 

(d)  Chemical  &  Bacteriological  Examination, 


No  change. 


(e)  Nutrition.  The  disadvantage  which  rural  dwellers  have  as 
opposed  to  urban  dwellers  in  the  opportunity  to  procure 
additional  meals  at  Cafes,  British  Restaurants,  etc.,  has  in 
some  measure  been  offset  by  the  Meat  Pie  Scheme  which  distributes 
meat  pies  and  sausage  rolls  throughout  the  District.  The  numbers 
sold  in  the  District  were:- 


In 

the 

year 

ending 

March 

31st, 1945, 

Meat 

Pies 

& 

Sausage  Rolls,  230,608 

tt 

tt 

it 

it 

11 

"  1946, 

tt 

tt 

it 

"  "  195, 23.2 

11 

it 

11 

tt 

u 

"  1947, 

it 

tt 

11 

11  ,f  375, 163 

11 

it 

it 

tt 

tt 

"  1948, 

tt 

tt 

11 

»  "  448,148 

it 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

"  1949, 

tt 

tt 

it 

"  "  387 ,3 2r 

(f)  Shell-fish.  ) 

,  No  change. 

(g)  Water-Cress.  ) 
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SECTION 


Pc 


PREVALENCE  OF  &  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES . 

The  following  table  show  the  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  among 
the  civilian  population  during  the  year.  These  are  the  final  numbers 
after  corrections  subsequently  made  either  by  the  Notifying  Medical 
Practitioner  or  by  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Infectious  Disease 
Hospital. 

ALL  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  1948. 
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-  - 

TUBERCULOSIS, 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1948. 


During  1948  there  were  19  new  cases  as  follows 

11  Pulmonary:  Males*  aged  20,  28 *  33?  33 ?  33?  40. 

Females  if  22,  24,  25?  33?  62. 

8  Non-Pulmonary  :  Males,  aged  6,  9?  13?  27?  33 * 

Females  iJ  5?  6,  463 

There  were  six  deaths :- 

3  Pulmonary:  Males,  aged  50,  34® 

Female,  aged  34® 

3  Non-Pulmonary:  Males,  aged  I  year,  1  year,  under  1  year. 
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